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Notes from the chair … 

Barry James 
Chairman 

F or those members who don't know me, my name is Barry James and I've been elected the new Chairman of 
the Club. My background was in the Chemical Industry, where I worked at Cassel Works, Billingham for 37 years 

until I retired. My wife Carol and I moved to Great Ayton 22 years ago. We have family connections here and have 
always shopped in the village - especially at Petch’s!  
I once read an article that said if you find a good butcher - move near him; that’s good enough about me.  

I would like to thank Bill Neville, the retiring Chairman, for all the excellent work he has done for the Club over the years. Despite 
standing down from the general committee, Bill has agreed to stay on as a co-opted member of the Bar Committee, where his 
years of experience in this role, negotiating prices with our suppliers, along with other members of the Bar Committee, can only 
benefit the Club. On this year’s General Committee, we have an excellent cross-section of members,  both young and mature, 
who express their views in the best interests of the members and the Club. I am grateful to all of them for the help and support 
that I am getting in my new role. Last, but not least, my thanks to our President Ernie Taylor, for all the help and advice he has 
given me. 

Moving on to other issues - whilst our membership numbers remain reasonably stable, it would be great if we could increase 
our membership.  If you have family or friends who may be interested in joining, I know they would be made most welcome in 
our Club. 

The men’s darts team had an excellent season and won their league and promotion too. They are a great asset to the Club, not 
only in their success as players, but also the extra revenue they bring in from the home games. Thanks to Karen for the 
excellent buffet she provides for the home matches. The darts team get great support from the Sports Committee with, help 
towards their transport costs for away matches. 

The revenue raised by the Sports Committee comes from the sale of weekly draw tickets and these funds support days out for 
members including Golf Days, Fishing, Cricket Matches, Horse Racing, plus other occasions. The Sports Committee also donate a 
large amount of money to the Christmas Drinks Promotion - approximately 75% of the total cost. Other recent projects they have 
paid for are the upgrade of the CCTV system at a cost of £838, plus the re-covering of the snooker tables at a cost of £790.  
So please, continue to buy  the weekly draw tickets - without your support a lot of these events & projects could not take place. 
Keep an eye on the Club notice boards for events and meetings that will be taking place, where your support or input would be 
valued. 

Finally, my thanks to Paul and Karen, our steward and stewardess, for the excellent service and support they give to the members 
and the Club, very ably backed up by Jody and Jen (both of them!) the bar staff - they all do a fantastic job. 

Article reproduced from Now & Then Magazine, June/July 2017, by kind permission of Quoin Publishing Ltd., 17 North Street, Middlesbrough TS2 1JP. 

97-year-old Jack played alongside Stanley Matthews 
UEST of honour at Kildale Football Club's winning team reunion was Jack MacDonald, a sprightly 97 
and the Club’s oldest surviving member. He played in the early days when the Club was founded in 
1933, before joining the Royal Air Force in 1938. Jack is a season ticket holder at the Riverside and is 

one of several Kildale players to play at senior level. He was in the RAF team which included the legendary 
Stanley Matthews. 

One of Kildale's best ever victories came against a Broughton side which included Brian Clough, in the final of 
the Jefferson Cup. The game was played on what is now Stokesley cricket ground in front of a huge crowd 
which included George Camsell who, as a scout, had been sent by Middlesbrough FC to look at Brian Clough.                 
He was not impressed and advised the club not to sign him! Kildale's impressive record includes the League 
Challenge cup, which they won on three occasions as well as two Shield cups and the Wells trophy. In 1987 
they again won the Stokesley & District League Championship, and many of the players that year were present at this reunion. 
During the evening £52 was raised for the Kevin Pearson Cancer Charity.  Jack is also OUR Club’s oldest member. 

G 

Members in the news 



Treasurer’s Report 

After six months, the Club is making a profit of £1,284 and I 
hope that we will at least break even for the year. 

We have however, suffered a 4.7% fall in bar takings.   
If 100 of our members could drink an extra pint of beer a 
week it would help us a lot! 

As far as our investments go, we have recently switched 
£25,000 from our Santander deposit account, where the 
interest rate had fallen to well under 1%, to a deposit with 
the Association of Conservative Clubs Ltd.  The interest rate 
on this deposit is 2.5% - the only drawback is that the 
investment is not covered by the Government Compensation 
Scheme.  However, before making the investment we looked 
hard at the accounts of he Association and can report they do 
have substantial reserves.  We felt however at the present 
time to limit our investment to £25,000.  I regret to report 
that individual members cannot take advantage of this 
investment.  I have threatened to include a joke in my next 
report, but I have to tell you that it will be an accountant’s 
joke - which is only likely to be funny to accountants! 

John Chilton 
Treasurer 

Sports Section  

The new members on this year’s Committee have gelled 
together well, with some new ideas to create a range of 
activities which we hope will appeal to most, if not all, of our 
members. 

Darts - Back in April, the Club’s darts team ended the season 

unbeaten. Thus gaining promotion to the A League. In 
addition, they were runners-up in the Newcastle Cup. Andy 
Brown won the individuals, with Tom Barron and Ashley Briggs 
being runners-up in the pairs. Very well done to them all! 
Internally, the Club’s Spring Doubles Darts Competition in April 
was won by Ashley Briggs & Kevin Jaskowicz, with Simon 
Taylor and Chris Thompson the runners-uo. 

Golf - The year’s golf outings got off to a good start at 

Easingwold in May, with 16 members taking part. The winner 
was Peter Atkinson, with John Nutsford following him home in 
second. 
The high standards of golf continued in July, with a visit to 
Rudding Park. There was a very close finish, with Geoff Keeley 
pipping  Nick Turner at the post. 
The final outing for the golfers this year is on Friday 15th 
September at Bedale Golf Club, when the Club’s Championship 
will be played for. 

Clay Pigeon Shooting - A new idea for this year, a 

beginners’ clay shooting evening was organised on the 5th July 
at Lordstones Gun Club. Twelve members took part, with 
everyone hit at least one clay out of twenty five. All the 
participants agreed it was a thoroughly enjoyable evening - 
keep your eyes on the notice boards, as there are plans to do it 
again shortly. 

Cricket - Our annual trip to Scarborough is booked for 

Sunday 6th September, when Yorkshire take on Essex in a 4 
day County Championship match. 

Horse Racing - Saturday 12th August sees us off to Redcar 

for the day’s sport - details are on the noticeboard - get your 
Hawaiian shirts out of the back of the wardrobe! 

Bowls 
There are two upcoming bowls matches - the first one being 
our usual invitation from Middlesbrough Conservative Club to 
play for the Mavis TrattlesTrophy. This will take place on 
Sunday 20th August and bowlers and supporters alike will get 
the usual warm welcome at Middlesbroiugh. 
A second match has been arranged for Sunday 10th 
September against Great Ayton Bowls Club. 
 

Finally 
I must say a huge ‘thank you’ to all the members who support 
the activities we arrange, and to all those who continue to buy 
raffle tickets, the profits from which go towards the cost of 
running those activities. 
We do try hard to keep your interest and think of new events 
to run - but we always appreciate suggestions from the 
members as to something new. If you have any suggestions—
speak to a member of the Sports Committee, and we’ll do our 
best to accommodate your idea. 

 

Chris Thompson 

1st  PRIZE No. 46 Bill Neville £263 

2nd PRIZE No. 24 Jim Jackson £ 55 

3rd PRIZE No. 27 Brian Hodgson £ 35 

100 CLUB 
There have been two draws since 

the last edition of BluePrint. 

The next draw will be on Saturday 30th September 
Please ensure that your subscription is up-to-date 

before the draw is made! 
There are still numbers available if you would like to join 

the 100 Club - simply ask any Committee Member. 

1st  PRIZE No. 26 John Moody £263 

2nd PRIZE No. 12 Rob Horner £ 55 

3rd PRIZE No. 79 Rod Thrower £ 35 

On Friday 31st March, the draw brought a happy smile 
to the faces of: 

On Friday 30th June, the following members’ numbers  
were drawn: 

Cont. 



FREE Members’ Draw 

The Free Members’ Draw (into which all 
members are automatically entered) 
prize fund is rapidly becoming a very 
substantial amount of money! 

The reward for the winner (as at 
Saturday 29th July) has grown  to 

£770 - so get yourself in on a 

Saturday night - the next jackpot 
could be yours! 

Don’t forget  

- you must be in (the Club, on the night) to win! 

Laughter 

- the best medicine 

Hatched, Matched and Despatched 

Sadly, since issue 18 of BluePrint in March, we have lost 

the following member: 

Frank Tait 

  who passed away on the 11th May 

Since March, we have welcomed eight new members to 
the Club: 

Rodney Wildsmith 

Philip Sturdy 

James Wilson 

John McDonald 

Martin Poole 

Gary Silver 

David Fox 

Matthew Brown 

We hope they will make the most of their membership 
and enjoy the facilities we provide. 

The Club’s membership now stands at a total of 522 
(including 12 Country Members), broken down as 
follows: 

 Honorary Members 9 

 Life Members 37 

 Honorary & Life Members 4 

 Senior Members 214 

 Full Members 258 

Some of life’s imponderables: 
 

1. If you take an Oriental person and spin him around 
several times, does he become disoriented? 

2. If people from Poland are called Poles, why aren't 
people from Holland called Holes? 

3. Do infants enjoy infancy as much as adults enjoy 
adultery? 

4. If a pig loses its voice, is it disgruntled? 

5. If love is blind, why is lingerie so popular? 

6. Why is the man who invests all your money called 
a broker? 

7. When cheese gets its picture taken, what does it 
say? 

8. Why is a person who plays the piano called a 
pianist, but a person who drives a racing car not 
called a racist? 

9. Why are a wise man and a wise guy opposites? 

10. Why do overlook and oversee mean opposite 
things? 

11. Why isn't the number 11 pronounced onety one?      
(I like this one alot!) 

12. 'I am' is reputedly the shortest sentence in the 
English language. Could it be that 'I do' is the 
longest sentence? 

13. If lawyers are disbarred and clergymen defrocked, 
doesn't it follow that electricians can be delighted, 
musicians denoted, cowboys deranged, models 
deposed, tree surgeons debarked, and dry cleaners 
depressed? 

14. Why do they put pictures of criminals up in the 
Post Office? What are we supposed to do, write to 
them? Why don't they just put their pictures on 
the postage stamps so the postmen can look for 
them while they deliver the post? 

15. You never really learn to swear until you learn to 
drive. 

16. No one ever says, 'It's only a game' when their 
team is winning. 

17. Ever wonder about those people who spend two 
pound apiece on those little bottles of Evian 
water? Try spelling Evian backwards: 

18. If 4 out of 5 people suffer from diarrhoea, does 
that mean that one enjoys it? 

19. Why, if you send something by road it is called a 
shipment, but when you send it by sea it is called 
cargo?.. 

Groan 
My dad has suggested that I register for a donor card. He’s a man 
after my own heart.  

I spotted a Marmite van on the motorway - it was heading 
yeastbound. 



President’s Pitch 
 

O ur Members’ lunch took place on Wednesday 12th July. The event was well attended, with over 60 enjoying the day.  

Karen’s buffet and service, as usual, were excellent. It was nice to see so many members attending and I am sure the 

vast majority enjoyed what I believe is one of the best events we have in the Club year. The Chairman, Barry James, awarded 

life membership certificates to Messrs. Don Heald and Gareth Jones, who join the swelling band of members who have 

achieved 40 years and more of continuous membership.  

I would like to offer my sincere thanks to Paul, Karen and Jodie for the hospitality and attention given to all who attended. 

Talking of Paul & Karen - they will complete their sixth year as our Steward & Stewardess at the end of September doesn’t 

time fly! I take this opportunity to congratulate them on the professional way they have managed your Club. The friendly 

and impartial way they interact with all our members and guests, and the way they have integrated into our village life, is a 

credit to both of them. Well done Paul & Karen - here’s looking to the future. 

Whilst checking on Paul & Karen’s tenureship, I came across a 

brief record of Stewards since the Club was first opened in 

1910. 

Sgt. H Huckans   1910 – 1913 

Robert Stockdale  1913 – 1920 

Mr & Mrs Allis   1920 – 1924 

Mr Taylor    1924 – Dismissed 

Robert Stockdale  1924 – 1932 

Thomas Wilson   1932 – 1936 

Mr & Mrs Joe Brown  1936 – 1972 

Mr Kinnair   1972 – 1973 

Mr & Mrs Ernie Jackson  1973 – 1989 

Mr & Mrs C Hartley  1989 – 1996 

Mr & Mrs S. Payne  1996 – 2011 

Mr & Mrs P. Ryan  2011 to date 

Cuba 
(the dog - not the country!) 

We are pleased to report that Karen’s dog Cuba was 
successful at the recent North Riding Show with a best in 
show in the Non-Pedigree section (see photo). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please don’t ask Teddy Cumbor how his horses did. 

Two blue rosettes? 

Ernie Taylor 
President 

Bar report 

There’s not a lot to say really  - so I won’t!  

Earlier in the year, we had no option but to raise our prices thanks to a combination of Brewery cost increases, and the 

Chancellor’s sleight of hand with beer (and spirits) duties. For those of you who missed his trickery - he DIDN’T increase the duties 

in the 2017 Budget - but neither did he scrap the annual escalator increase which had been imposed some years ago, but 

temporarily suspended by his predecessor in previous budgets. Even the Breweries themselves had to go away and study the fine 

print before they knew what he’d done! 

Thanks must be paid to Paul and the bar staff, who keep, and serve, all our ales in top condition. Paul continues to offer guest 

beers, allowing members a drop of something different to tickle their palate. The current guest ale is Pheasant Plucker (and that’s 

nearly as hard to type as it is to say!) 

Elsewhere in this newsletter, our Treasurer, John Chilton, has mentioned that our bar sales are almost 5% down when compared 

to last year. With odd glimpses of Summer over the past few weeks, it is to be hoped that members will seek the solace of the Club 

as an alternative to baking in the sun, and help us to recover some of that percentage. 

PS As I’m typing this, the skies are as grey as November, it’s hoying it down - and I’m wearing a fleece to keep warm  



All our yesterdays ... 
Recently brought back to the light of day (from a member’s attic!), these photos were taken sometime in 1990 (we think!). The  

event was a celebration of the 70th birthday of a lovely gentleman by the name of Bill Harding. Bill was not only a staunch 

supporter of, but also a very hard working  member of the Club. For those with long memories, Bill was also a superb raconteur -   

I personally will never forget his rendition of ‘Arold, on his 'orse, with his 'awk in ‘is 'and!  

Bill is the gentleman with the blue trousers and 

blue tie - and a very happy grin on his face! 

The photos are very interesting (NO - not for that 

reason!) in that they show a lot of past and 

present officers, committeemen and stewards of 

the Club. 

Up to now, we can definitely identify: 

1. Two stewards (one with spouse and the other without) 

2. Two presidents 

3. At least two secretaries 

4. A Vice-President 

5. A man who was partial to a sniff of snuff ! 

6. A young man (well, he was then!) with the initials IS 

7. Two leading lights in Local Government circles 

Regrettably, no-one can recall the name of the young lady, who was Bill’s surprise for the night (arriving on the premises in a 

Policewoman’s uniform). 

Perhaps she left the country and joined up with the Basque Separatists in Spain? 


